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International Carriage of Goods

Description of unit of assessment Length/Duration Submission date Weighting

Discussion activity 2 weeks n/a 20%
Mid module assignment: oral presentation 10-15 minutes Mid term 30%
End of module project 3,500 - 4,500 words End term 50%

Module code ICG NQF level 7

Credit value 20 Study duration 12 weeks

Syllabus
 ■ Introduction to the international carriage of goods
 ■ Contracts for the carriage of goods – general principles and 

concepts
 ■ The contract of affreightment (charter party) – voyage charters
 ■ Time charters
 ■ The bill of lading
 ■ Carriage of goods under the Carriage of Goods by Sea Acts 

(COGSA)
 ■ The Hague-Visby Rules
 ■ The Hamburg Rules and the Rotterdam Rules
 ■ Carriage of goods by air
 ■ Carriage of goods by road and waterway
 ■ Carriage of goods by rail and multimodal transportation
 ■ Challenges and key issues related to the international carriage 

of goods

Learning and teaching methods
Students will be provided with indicative guidance on, and 
encouraged to look at, relevant websites which are appropriate 
to the module, and to identify and share appropriate web-based 
resources as learning support references with their fellow students 
and as indicators of their individual learning contexts with their 
tutors. 

The live lectures will include referenced use of selected case 
studies which will be drawn from the reading materials/web 
based module learning resources and the practice-based and 
professional/educational contexts and experience of the Tutors. 

At pre-arranged and regularly agreed points, on specified days 
and times in advance of each lecture (typically two to three days 
prior to the lecture) there will be a ‘drop in ‘ telephone/or on line 
preparatory learning liaison session conducted between the 
student(s) and tutor, typically lasting for 20 to 30 minutes. These 
sessions are designed to provide students with an introductory 
preview of the week’s work and give them an opportunity to ask 
specific and general questions related to that week’s learning 
opportunities and to enable them to contextualise their learning 
experience. 

Self-managed learning will supplement lectures and students are 
given weekly direction on required and indicative reading. 

Module description
This is a 20 credit level 7 module which forms part of the LLM 
in International Trade and Commercial Law. The international 
carriage of goods plays a key role in global trade. Goods are 
transported all over world in ever increasing quantities. Getting the 
goods to different places requires a complex infrastructure. It also 
requires a legal infrastructure that can cross borders with the same 
ease as the goods can. 

For those working in international commerce understanding this 
legal infrastructure is important. Therefore, a study of different 
types of carriage contracts is essential to have a full understanding 
of international commercial law. 

This module considers different types of carriage of goods. 
Because of the high volume of goods transported by sea this 
module focuses especially on the carriage of goods by sea. It looks 
at both the national framework (Carriage of Goods by Sea Act) and 
the international framework (The Hague/Visby Rules, the Hamburg 
Rules, and the Rotterdam Rules). 

The module also analyses the carriage of goods by air, road, 
river, and rail. The module considers national and international 
legislation regulating different types of carriage contracts. It studies 
both the theoretical and practical aspects of the carriage of goods. 

This module aims to:
 ■ Introduce the primary concepts of international carriage of 

goods
 ■ Help students understand the different types of carriage of 

goods contracts
 ■ Provide the students with an understanding of the international 

and national legal framework regulating the carriage of goods
 ■ Equip students to understand the legal challenges and key 

issues relating to the international carriage of goods

Learning outcomes
On completion of this module, students will be able to:

 ■ examine the place of carriage of goods in international 
commercial and trade law

 ■ review the national and international framework surrounding 
international carriage of goods

 ■ examine the practical legal implications in international carriage 
of goods

 ■ review the current developments in the international carriage of 
goods

 ■ evaluate the international legal instruments in the international 
carriage of goods
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