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Description of unit of assessment Length/Duration Submission date Weighting
Written assessment 2,500 words Unit 6 40%

Team-based learning (case study scenario plus focussed discussion) 3 weeks Unit 12 60%

Module description

This module aims to introduce the main principles and practices 
associated with the role of nurses in meeting the needs of 
vulnerable individuals, groups and communities. The module 
combines lecture-casts and discussion board activities to provide 
students with an overview of the evidence base in relation to 
providing vulnerable people with person-centred support.

At the end of the module, students should be able to demonstrate 
critical knowledge and understanding of the main issues relating 
to meeting the needs of vulnerable people, including concepts and 
theories associated with vulnerability, identification and assessment 
of vulnerable people and the influence of national and international 
policy on nursing practice. Underpinning the module content will be 
the value of providing and maintaining compassionate and dignified 
care, in-line with the NHS 6 C’s values (NHS, 2012).

This module aims to:

 ■ Explore the main concepts and theories associated with 
vulnerability.

 ■ Explore a range of approaches used to identify and assess 
vulnerability.

 ■ Support the development of a critical understanding of current 
policy and evidence-based practice associated with meeting 
the needs of vulnerable people.

 ■ Provide global perspectives on the needs of vulnerable 
individuals, communities and populations.

Learning outcomes

On completion of this module students will be able to:
 ■ Demonstrate in-depth knowledge and a critical understanding 

of concepts and theories associated with vulnerability.
 ■ Identify and assess vulnerable individuals, groups and 

communities using evidence-based approaches.
 ■ Critically analyse a range of approaches aimed at meeting the 

needs of vulnerable people.
 ■ Demonstrate a critical understanding of principles of 

empowerment in healthcare.
 ■ Demonstrate an in-depth awareness of global perspectives 

on supporting vulnerable individuals, communities and 
populations.

Syllabus

 ■ Concepts and theories of vulnerability.
 ■ Identifying and assessing vulnerability. 
 ■ Approaches to supporting vulnerable people.
 ■ National and international policy.
 ■ Global perspectives.
 ■ Children and families.
 ■ Vulnerable adults.
 ■ Mental health.
 ■ Alcohol and substance misuse.
 ■ Hard to reach groups.
 ■ Community development.
 ■ Vulnerable populations.

Learning and Teaching Methods

The learning and teaching methods for the module follow the online 
delivery strategy for the programme as a whole. The module will be 
delivered by reading materials which are available on the learning 
platform supported by pre-recorded lecture-casts, synchronous 
Question and Answer (Q&A) sessions, directed independent study, 
formative and summative activities and assessments. Across the 
programme, students will undertake a variety of assessments which 
are aimed to evidence their learning against the learning outcomes 
and allow them to develop a broad range of skills. Students will 
be encouraged to identify and share relevant resources; and are 
expected to extend and enhance the knowledge and understanding 
they acquire by regularly consulting on-line library materials relating 
to the course. Tutor support will be available to students via online 
office hours, prearranged telephone and/or Skype calls and email 
communication.

Module code MNVP_PHEA7E NQF level 7

Credit value 20 Study duration 12 weeks
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